Night Essay 



Due: Thursday at the end of class (12/15/160
Now that we have almost finished Night, you will write a well-developed (minimum of 2 full pages) essay on one of the following topics:

1. Througout the novel, Elie’s faith goes through many stages and transformation.. How is Elie’s faith different in the end than at the beginning? Compare and contrast Elie’s attitude towards God and religion at the beginning of the story and at the end. Use specific examples to explain what causes the changes and when the changes occur.
2. One of Hitler’s main objectives was to dehumanize the Jewish people. There are many instances where Elie is a witness to the effects of this policy. Discuss the ways that the Jews were dehumanized. Give specific examples where Elie is a first hand witness to this process and to the idea of survival of the fittest.
3. One of the most tragic themes in Night is Eliezer's discovery of the way that atrocities and cruel treatment can make good people into brutes. Does he himself escape this fate?

4. It is possible to look at Night as the story of Eliezer's loss of innocence. It might be argued, too, that innocence is impossible after the Holocaust. Is this true? Is it tragic, or is innocence an impediment to survival, as when the Jews are too innocent to believe that Hitler really means to kill them?
5. What does the word Night symbolize for Wiesel? Why do you think he entitled his book Night? How does he describe the nighttime, and how does it compare to “day”? Look carefully at all the ways/places in the text that this word is used, and decide what you think the most important meaning of this word/symbol is. 
** You must have at least 2 articles from a reliable source. Remember to use the school website databases to find these reliable sources.**
Format:

Double-spaced

Typed (12 font, Times New Roman, 1” margins) 

MLA format: Name, date, teacher name and period in upper left margin

Title (not underlined, not in all capitals, not just the name of the short story)

No contractions

No 1st/2nd person

No “illegal”words

This essay must be submitted to www.turnitin.com by Thursday, December 15th.  If you do not submit it online, you will not receive full credit.  This website checks for plagiarism so remember to use your own words! 
